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Summer Festival Raises $30,000 For Hospital
Record Crowds Jam
MMC Grounds For
14th Annual Event

MMC Annual Report
Details "Best Year
Ever" At Hospital
The new Intensive-Coronary Care Unit, increases in the
utilization of all departments
and the reorganization
of the
hospital's
Nursing
Service
were among
the advances
highlighted
in Muhlenberg
Medical
Center's
1974 - 75
Annual
Report.
The report
was issued at the annual reorganization
meeting of the
hospital's board of directors
A staff nurse reads a patient's electrocardiogram from the Intensive
on September 17.
Coronary Care Unit's new cardiac event recorder.
MMC President
Jacob S.
Kolb, Esq., stated in the report that "admissions are increasing,
programs
are expanding and inservice education continues to improve the
quality of our staff."
Three new pieces of equipice, reported that a cardiac
During the past year 4,376
ment are being used in Muhlanalyzer, cardiac event recordpatients were admitted to the
enberg Medical Center's Iner and tape playback
unit
hospital, 771 more than in
tensive-Coronary
Care Unit
have been purchased in con1973-74.
The total number
(ICCU) to detect and analyze
junction with the recent exof patient days increased by
heart abnormalities in cardiac
pansion of the hospital's ICCU
over 1,000, while the average
facility.
patients.
daily census rose from 112.9
Frank A. Shaffer, R.N., diThe cardiac analyzer is a
rector of MMC's nursing servcompletely self-contained bed(Continued on page 3)
side unit which constantly
analyzes
the patient's
heart
action. When an abnormality
or dramatic change in the pacoins, badges, political camOver 250 collectors attendtient's condition
occurs, an
paign items and a wide variety
ed the Men of MMC's Annual
audible alarm inside the unit
of other collectors' items and
Coin Auction on August 19 at
is set off to alert the ICCU
memorabilia.
Muhlenberg Medical Center.
staff.
Among the more unusual
Horace C. Houghton, aucMrs. Betty Fitzgerald, R.N.,
items up for bid this year were
tion chairman, reported that a
ICCU
supervisor, pointed out
19th
century
firemen's
badges,
total of 353 items were sold
that as soon as the alarm is
a "Landon for President" butduring
the auction,
raising
activated
the analyzer
proton, Civil War tokens, a comover $2,000 for the Men of
vides a 15-second electrocarmemorative medal from BethMMC Charity Fund.
diogram (EKG) printout. The
lehem's Bicentennial
celebraMr.
Houghton
reported
unit's electronic memory ention
in
1941
and
a
medal
from
that the sale "was one of the
ables an EKG of the heart acthe 1939 New York World's
most successful
we've ever
(Continued on page 2)
(Continued on page 3)
held."
The event featured

New ICCU Equipment Aids In
Diagnosing Cardiac Problems

250 Attend Men's Coin Sale

I

The Lehigh Valley Summer
Festival at Muhlenberg Medical Center on August 22-24
registered another record year,
drawing
more than 30,000
people to the MMC grounds
and raising a total of $30,000
for the hospital's
equipment
fund.
Mrs. Frank Muhr and Frank
Kramlich,
festival
co-chairmen, presented
a check for
the event's proceeds to Donald E. Porter, MMC executive
director, on October 14.
Mr. Porter
expressed the
hospital's
"sincere
appreciation to the hundreds of volunteer workers
who donated
their time and talents to making this year's festival another
outstanding success."
The hospital administrator
(Continued on page 4)

Auxiliary Director
Voted President
Of State Group
Mrs. Naomi Rutkiewicz of
Easton,
a member
of the
board
of directors
of the
Muhlenberg
Medical
Center
Auxiliary,
has been elected
president of the Pennsylvania
Association of Hospital Auxiliaries.
Mrs. Rutkiewicz
was installed in her new post at the
association's
25th
annual
meeting on October
15 in
Harrisburg.
A member of the auxiliary's
(Continued on page 3)
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Cardiac Equipment
tion 7 seconds before the abnormality occurred and 8 seconds afterwards.
Mrs. Fitzgerald
explained
that this information
is extremely valuable in diagnosing the specific problems
a
cardiac patient is experiencing.
The new analyzer, she said,
is a great improvement
over
other monitoring
equipment
which either requires a constant viewing of the patient's
EKG or provides a printout
only after an abnormal action
begins.
Another advantage
of the
new equipment is that it can
be programmed to record certain kinds of conditions,
as
opposed to all abnormal heart
actions. In other words, once
one of the patient's problems
has been detected and analyzed, this 'particular
condition can be blocked out of the
cardiac analyzer's alarm mechan ism since the problem is already being treated and no
further data is needed.
Whenever
the
patient's
heart action exceeds a certain
threshold in one of the nine
programming areas, the alarm
and printout systems are activated,
and an illuminated
number appears on the analyzer's front panel to tell the onduty staff the type of problem
that is occurring.
Some of the same computerized capabilities of the cardiac analyzer are featured in
the ICCU's new cardiac event
recorder.
This
remarkable
unit is
worn by patients after their
release from the hospital and
is used to record heart abnormalities that may not have
been detected
during
their
hospital stay.
The unit, which is the size
and weight of a walkie-talkie,
is worn on a belt around the
patient's
waist. Small wire
electrodes that plug into the
unit are attached to the pa-
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tient's chest to pick up data
on the heart's action.
As with the cardiac analyzer, the cardiac event recorder
has a mini-computer with nine
programming
areas, plus an
alarm and electronic memory.
Instead
of providing
an
EKG printout when the alarm
sounds, the unit records the
heart's action onto a tiny tape
cassette. Data from the cassette
is translated onto EKG paper
by the new tape playback unit.
This information is then reviewed by the staff in the
EKG Department
and, later,
by a cardiac specialist who
recommends
a plan of treatment to the attending physician.
Mrs. Fitzgerald pointed out
that "heart problems that affect a patient don't always
show up on EKG's taken during the patient's hospital stay.
The clinical event recorder
enables us to monitor the patient's heart under daily living
conditions where the problem
is more likely to occur."
The ICCU supervisor observed that the patient is thoroughly instructed in the use of
the recorder and is asked to
keep a diary of his activities
and symptoms each time the
alarm sounds. This information provides
the physician
with further insight into the
patient's problems.
Already these three pieces
of equipment - the cardiac
analyzer, cardiac event recorder and tape playback unitare making significant contributions for patients treated in
MMC's new Intensive-Coronary Care Unit.
.
Mrs. Fitzgerald commented
that the addition of the new
equipment "is helping physicians diagnose and treat problems earlier, while at the same
time enabling our staff to provide a higher level of patient
care."

Two wheelchairs for MMC's Skilled Nursing Facility are presented to
Frank A. Shaffer, (center) director of patient services, by members of
the Hanover Township Grange.

Hanover Twp. Grange Donates
2 Wheelchairs To Hospital
The
Hanover
Township
Grange
has presented
two
wheelchairs
to Muhlenberg
Medical Center for use in the
hospital's Skilled Nursing Facility.
The presentation
of the
wheelchairs
was made
by
Grange Master Russel Carrell
in October to Donald E. Porter, MMC's executive director.
Mr. Porter extended
the

hospital's
"sincere
appreciation to the Hanover Township
Grange for its generous contribution to MMC and its patients. "
In addition to the wheelchairs, the Grange presented
lap covers for use IiySkilled
Nursing Facility patients. The
gift was made in memory of
deceased members of the Hanover Township organization.

Co-op Agreement For Training
Family Physicians Finalized
A cooperative agreement on
a pioneer program for training family medicine physicians
has been finalized by Muhlenberg Medical Center and three
other eastern Pennsylvania institutions.
The program,
which has
been agreed upon by MMC,
Easton Hospital, Lehigh University and Hahnemann Medical College in Philadelphia,
is
designed to provide accelerated education for students interested in becoming general
practitioners.
The first students have already been admitted to the
program and will be spending
two years at Lehigh completing their undergraduate
requirements.
After receiving their bachelor's degrees, the program
participants will enter Hahnemann Medical College to be-

gin graduate
work toward
their medical degrees.
In 1979, when they are expected to complete their first
year at Hahnemann,
the students will undertake
a 48week clinical clerkship, which
will include training at MMC,
Easton Hospital and Hahnemann.
Ben C. Barnes, M.D., MMC
medical director, reported that
the medical education program
will enable students to complete their training and begin
practice
earlier
than
they
would in traditional programs.
Dr. Barnes explained that
"this intensified
training is
needed to help relieve the
shortage of general practitioners trained in family medicine.
At the same time, the new
program will open increased
opportunities
for those seeking medical careers."

Chairmen Named
For 8 Committees
On Hospital Board

Annual Report
(Continued

from page 1)

to 115.2.
Dramatic gains were also
reported in the number of
Emergency Room visits, increasing from
10,438 to
13,980; laboratory
procedures from 47,523 to 56,138;
physical therapy, from 29,890
to 33,737 visits, and respiratory therapy, from 10,346 to
21,938 procedures.
The most impressive milestone of the year, however,
was the opening of the hospital's new Intensive-Coronary
Care Unit. In the annual report, Medical Director Ben C.
Barnes, M.D., referred to the
new unit as "one of the finest
facilities in the Valley for patients whose conditions must
be monitored constantly."
Other "firsts" for the hospital this past year included a
cooperative
program
with
three other institutions to train
family medicine physicians,
the creation of an office of
community
and
employee
services, an employee recognition -prograrn and a personnel management study.
In keeping with the increased activity within the
hospital, groups helping to
support MMC through outside projects made tremendous
advances over the past year.
The Women's Auxiliary
completed payment on a
$100,000 pledge to purchase
soecial x-ray equipment and
then immediately made an
$85,000 pledge 'for the hospital's new laboratory equipment. In addition, the Men of
MMC contributed $2,200 for
the new Meditation Room.
The two auxiliary groups
joined together last August to
conduct the 1974 Lehigh Vallev Summer Festival. Their
efforts raised a record total
of $31,000.
MMC continued to receive
supoort from hundreds of
dedicated volunteers who last
year contributed a total of
28,156 hours service.
In his report, Executive Director Donald E. Porter called
1974- 75 "the busiest year in
our history", and added that
"we look forward to expanding our role in the total health
care of the Lehigh Valley."
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Rev. Glenn

Neubauer

David R. Kline

Two New Directors Erected, As
MMC Renames Top Leadership
The board of directors of Muhlenberg Medical Center
voted to reelect its leadership for the 1975-76 fiscal year. Bethlehem Attorney Jacob S. Kolb was elected to his tenth term as
president of the hospital, while Clarence A. Reichard of Allentown was named to a new term as chairman of the board.
Other officers reelected to the board include Harrison W.
Prosser, Hellertown, honorary vice-president; Albert V. Moggio,
Allentown, and Donald B. Schlegel, Bethlehem, vice-presidents;
Mrs. Sara F. Henry, Allentown, secretary; Donald E. Porter,
Bethlehem, assistant secretary; H. Morton Smith, Emmaus,
treasurer, and Wharton L. Schneider, Allentown, assistant
treasurer.
Two new directors were named to terms on the board during the annual meeting of the hospital corporation which was
held prior to the board session. David R. Kline, Easton, was
elected to a 3-year term as director, and Rev. Glenn Neubauer,
Easton, was named to fill a 2-year unexpired term.
The following directors were reelected to 3-year terms:
H. Scott Ashton, Harold S. Campbell, William H. Christie,
Charles J. Donches, Leon L. Nonemaker and Mrs. E. Allen
Stever, all of Bethlehem; Atty. Edwin K. Kline, Jr., Allentown,
and Rev. Walter A. Kuntzleman, Emmaus.
Honorary members renamed to the board included Sister
Louise Burroughs, Rev. Morris S. Greth, George M. Sowers,
G. Whittier Spaulding and Dr. Wilson E. Touhsaent.
Other business conducted during the meeting included a
review of the hospital's annual financial audit and a report on
the past year's progress.
Donald E. Porter, executive director, reported that the
Pennsylvania Department of Health would be conducting its annual survey of the hospital's skilled Nursing Facility on September 19. He also noted that the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals would be making its survey of MMC
early in 1976.

Mrs. Rutkiewicz
Easton Area, she was elected
to the MMC Auxiliary board
last year and was reelected at
the board's annual meeting
in September. She is a past
president of the Council of
Auxiliaries of Easton Hospital.
Mrs. Rutkiewicz is vice

(Continued

The board of directors of
Muhlenberg Medical Center
has announced the appointments of 8 chairmen to head
the board's committees during
the 1975-76 fiscal year.
Hospital President Jacob S.
Kolb, Esq., announced that
the following board members
will serve as committee chairmen:
Clarence A. Reichard, executive committee; Edwin K.
Kline, Jr., finance; Harold
S. Campbell, building and
grounds, and Rev. Frank Flisser, supplies and services.
Also, Rev. Walter Kuntzleman, public relations and development; Mrs. Grace Birkel,
personnel, and Leon L. Nonemaker, program evaluation.
Atty. Kolb will serve as chairman of the hospital's joint
conference committee, which
includes board members and
medical staff representatives.

Coin Sale (can. from

Page 2)

Fair.
The U.S. coins that crossed
the auction block ranged from
an 1841 copper Webster token
with the words "Millions for
Defense" to a 1974 mint set.
The item that sold for the
highest bid was a U.S. twentycent piece minted in San Francisco in 1875.
In addition to the domestic
coins, the auction included
coins from Newfoundland,
New Zealand, Nova Scotia,
Canada and Great Britain.
Mr. Houghton pointed out
that all items sold at the
auction were donated to the
men's group by area collectors.
He stated that "we're deeply
indebted to the many contributors who have lent their
continued support to our sale."

from page 1)

moderator of the Lehigh Presbytery and is a ruling elder at
South Presbyterian Church,
Easton.
The state auxiliary official
is a secretary at Easton Optical Co. Mrs. Rutkiewicz and
her husband Joseph reside at
629 W. Berwick St.

Thank You ..•
to all the friends of MMC
who worked to make the
1975 Summer Festival and
Coin Sale
outstanding
successes.

Ten Physicians Approved For
Medical Staff Privileges

AuxiliarY Reelects Mrs. Rau,
Installs Slate Of Officers

The board of directors at Muhlenberg Medical Center has
approved the appointments of ten physicians to the hospital's
medical staff. Dr. Ben C. Barnes, medical director, announced
that active staff privileges have been granted to the following
physicians:
..
.
Parimal K. Ghatak, M.D., Bethlehem, internal medicine
and pulmonary diseases; Howard E. Hudson, Jr., M.D., Allentown, anesthesiology; George O. Maish, Jr., M.D., Bethlehem,
vascular surgery; Modesto G. Mercado, M.D., Allentown, anesthesiology.
Mark D. Rader, M.D., Allentown, obstetrics-gynecology;
Ferrokh S. Sadr, M.D., North Caldwell, N. J., cardio-vascular
and thoracic surgery; Charles D. Saunders, M.D., Allentown,
urology; Douglas F. Turtzo, M.D., Nazareth, internal medicine,
and Mark Unger, D.D.M., Bethlehem, dental medicine.
Dr. Barnes reported that consulting privileges in cardiology
were granted to Moosa Najmi, M.D., of Bethlehem.

Mrs. Allen Rau of Schnecksville was re-elected president
of the MMC Auxiliary at the
group's annual luncheon on
September 21 at the Holiday
Inn of Bethlehem.
The auxiliary also installed
a full slate of officers and directors for 1975-76. Mrs.

Summer Festival
(Continued

Kristen Kaswinkel

Bethlehem Student
Crowned Miss MMC
At 1975 Festival
Kristen Kaswinkel, a 9th
grade student at Nitschmann
Junior High School, Bethlehem, was crowned Miss MMC
on August 22, the opening day
of the 1975 Lehigh Valley
Summer Festival.
Runner-up in the contest
was Melody Schrantz, a student at Lower Saucon High
School. Lisa Diehl, a Nazareth Area High School student,
was named third place winner.
Miss Kaswinkel received a
complete fall wardrobe as
first prize. Second prize was
a stereo record player, while
third prize was a set of luggage.
Mrs. Mary Grace Stanton,
R.N., director of employee
and community services, an-'
nounced that 29 junior volunteers at the hospital took part
in the contest.

I
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noted that the proceeds will
be used to purchase a minibus and a greenhouse for the
psychiatric unit, as well as
new equipment for the emergency room, operating room
and coronary care unit.
Mrs. Muhr reported that the
1975 festival "featured the
biggest line-up of attractions
in the event's 14-year history."
The festival opened on
August 22 with ribbon-cutting
ceremonies. The first day included the crowning of the
winner of the Miss MMC Contest, Leh's Fashion Show, Barbershop Chorus and Quartets,
Jay Levan the Magician,
Wendy's World of Baton and
a Teen Dance.
The second day featured
Sear's Fashion Show, Jay
Levan, Saucon Squares, a Talent Show and a broadcast by
radio station WAEB. The festival was wrapped up on August 24 with entertainment by
Miss Jeanne's
School of
Dance, a performance of "The
Apostle" by the Christ Lutheran Church Youth of Hellertown and closing ceremonies.
Mrs. Muhr noted that the
festival was also highlighted
by cafeteria-style luncheons,
barbecue chicken and baked
ham
dinners,
numerous
booths, arts and crafts exhibits, kiddie rides, refreshment stands, special displays,
a Multi-Media Show and other entertainment.

Hospital Progress
Noted At Annual
Auxiliary lunch
Donald E. Porter, executive
director of Muhlenberg Medical Center, told the 150 persons who attended the MMC
Auxiliary's annual luncheon
meeting on September 21 that
Pennsylvania has the dubious
distinction of leading the
United States in restrictive
legislation for hospitals.
In spite of these restrictions,
MMC has made tremendous
gains over the last few years,
he said, noting that this past
year was the most successful
in the hospital's history.
Mrs. Mary Grace Stanton,
R.N., director of employee
and community services, spoke
to the group on the contributions volunteers have made
to the hospital.
The featured speaker at the
luncheon was Rev. Benton
Zettlemoyer, pastor of Bethany E. C. Church in Lehighton. Rev. Zettlemoyer delivered a "chalk talk" on the
Good Shepherd to piano accompaniment provided by his
wife.
Muhlenberg Medical Center
Bethlehem, Pa. 18817

Ethel Becker of Allentown,
membership secretary, was the
only new officer named.
Mrs. Ralph Henry, Allentown, will continue as honorary chairman of the board.
Mrs. John H. A. Snyder, Emmaus, past-President, serves as
chairman of the board. Mrs.
Frank Muhr, Bethlehem, is
president-elect.
Other officers re-elected
were Mrs. Warren E. Long,
Lehighton,
vice - president;
Mrs. Merritt Snyder, Easton,
secretary; Mrs. Clarence Holland, Allentown, treasurer, and
Mrs. John Detthof, Bethlehem,
assistant treasurer.
Also, Mrs. Harvey C. Snyder, Nazareth, corresponding
secretary; Elizabeth Sylvester,
Easton, financial secretary and
Mrs. Daniel Galvin, Bethlehem, historian.
Mrs. Richard Smith of
Bethlehem was named to the
auxiliary board as a new director. The following directors were re-elected to oneyear terms:
,
Mrs. H. Scott Ashton, Mrs.
Clarence M. Berger, Mrs.
David Lemke, Mrs. Ralph
Hartzell, Mrs. Raymond Hoffert, Jr., Mrs. Charles Payne,
and Mrs. Wilbur Von Steuben,
all of Bethlehem.
Mrs. Carl Gerhab, Hellertown; Lena Kistler, Neffs;
Effie Kistler, Allentown; Minnie Kuhns, Lehighton; Mrs.
Joseph Rutkiewicz, Easton;
Mrs. William Siebler, Nazareth; Mrs. William Snyder, Jr.,
Tatamy, and Clara Schleicher,
Catasauqua.
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